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of the world, and chiefly  as the reconciler of East and
West

Under the pressure of external forces China is arming
as rapidly as circumstances will allow, and, if she awakes to
a full sense of her power and the immensity of her resources
in men and material, it is impossible to speculate as to the
possibilities of the future. In the preceding chapters enough
has been said to show the reality of the " White Peril" and
the hardships and woes which the white man is to-day in-
flicting on the yellow man by his presence and by his
methods, his armies, and his commerce. Wherever he has
gone he has made it plain that his intention is that the
yellow man, and to a much greater extent the black man,
shall be obedient to his will, and that the resources of his
country shall be available for exploitation. Japan is the
only Eastern country where that intention has been success-
fully resisted, and it cannot be wondered that her success
has had considerable effect on the others. That success has
not only stayed the aggression of the West, it has made the
peoples of the East conscious of their strength. Still, with
all, there has been no sign of any spirit of aggression, and
Professor Browne is quite right when he says that "it is
possible that China may yet give the world a lead in the
direction of peace." Japan would certainly follow that lead
if she were assured that she would be allowed to carry on
her national life, free from the aggressive Interference of
Western Powers. These Powers may rest assured that if
the unexpected ability of the East to defend itself against
the " White Peril" means the "Yellow Peril," that that peril
is certain to appear. The future therefore holds great
possibilities for good or evil. The differences which will
arise between the East and the West on account of the
economic and racial problems which we have mentioned
will no doubt require very careful and serious study, but
there is nothing in them which should necessarily lead to war
between the nations of the East and the West, if the latter
do not by their threatening armaments and their aggressive